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CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.52 pm]: Today I wish to highlight the 
work of the Confucius Institute at the University of Western Australia, a non-profit organisation dedicated to the 
promotion and development of Chinese language, culture and business. The CI is a joint venture between the 
National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language, which is part of the Ministry of Education in 
Beijing, and UWA. Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, one of China’s premier tertiary institutions, is the 
officially designated partner university. The CI at UWA aims to forge strategic alliances with business, industry, 
government and others to promote productive ties with China; become a focal point for China-related teaching at 
UWA and in Western Australia; promote broad awareness of contemporary China; offer Chinese language 
courses; provide cross-cultural communication seminars and workshops for business, government and the 
community; support Chinese language teachers; host language teachers from China; and hold the Chinese 
proficiency test. 

Australia is at an exciting point in its history, with our new Mandarin-speaking Prime Minister Rudd re-engaging 
with Asia and building our relationship with China. This makes the role of the CI even more relevant and 
important to connect the community generally with China. Future China-Australia relations must be about the 
exchange of human and intellectual resources, as well as mineral ones. I was fortunate to be introduced to the CI 
through its director, Dr Gary Sigley, who is part of the Asia Society’s Asia 21 Young Leaders program with me. 
I am very impressed with the work of Dr Sigley and his team at the CI and I wish to acknowledge them: Vada 
Ng; Wang Liyong; Juanita Perez; Kim Wee; and Russell Harwood, who is the Australia-China Education Fund 
founder and coordinator and also my fellow graduate of Mount Lawley Senior High School where he began his 
Chinese language studies. Congratulations to everyone at the CI; keep up the great work. 
 


